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counter-terrorism operations
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Combat casualty care data

Kotwal et al. Arch Surg 2011





29 casualties during 11 combat situations 

After action review 2016 - 2020

Déploiements opérationnels des forces armées françaises.
https://www.vie-publique.fr/eclairage/18474-les-operations-militaires-exterieures-de-la-france-opex
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Medical support for French SOF operations







SC1 SC2 MEDEVAC Surgery STRATEVAC ROLE 4
Reeducation 

Rehabilitation

Average time from injury to nurse first care : 12,3 minutes (0 to 37)

Average time from injury to medical care : 13,8 minutes (0 to 37)

Nurses

Physicians

Nurses and emergency physicians
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Average time from injury to MEDEVAC landing : 45 +/- 42 minutes*
- 13,5 +/- 11 min if MEDEVAC helicopter already nearby
- 89 +/- 18 min if MEDEVAC helicopter is dispatched from its base

* For alpha and bravo casualties

Average time from injury to surgical facility : 80 +/- 29 minutes*
- 65 +/- 15 min if MEDEVAC helicopter already nearby
- 115 +/- 21 min if MEDEVAC helicopter is dispatched from its base

MEDEVAC

Forward MEDEVAC
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- Planification, number and distribution of helicopters
- Global response based on medical and tactical considerations
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Reeducation 
Rehabilitation

Average time from injury to MEDEVAC landing : 45 +/- 42 minutes*
- 13,5 +/- 11 min if MEDEVAC helicopter already nearby
- 89 +/- 18 min if MEDEVAC helicopter is dispatched from its base

* For alpha and bravo casualties

Average time from injury to surgical facility : 80 +/- 29 minutes*
- 65 +/- 15 min if MEDEVAC helicopter already nearby
- 115 +/- 21 min if MEDEVAC helicopter is dispatched from its base

MEDEVAC

Forward MEDEVAC

Tactical considerations impacting medical response in 38% of cases
1 casalty during MEDEVAC
1 evacuation made possible by helicopter winching

- Planification, number and distribution of helicopters
- Global response based on medical and tactical considerations



Infirmiers
MEDEVAC Surgery STRATEVAC ROLE 4

Reeducation 
Rehabilitation

- Precocity of the 1st surgical saving gesture (FST)
- Role 2
- Definitive surgical care in France

Damage control surgery

SC1 SC2
Nurses

Physicians

First surgical facility

French Role 2 Interational OtherFST
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Evolution of forward transfusion strategies
Major benefit, logistical impact...

Lessons and feedback
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Interactions between medical and tactical chains of command
Feld physicians, nurses and medics Tactical commander
TOC physician J3 / RW / TF commander

Lessons and feedback







In Memoriam




